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Suggested  

Donation: 50p  

We are the Anglican Parishes of St Stephenõs Elton and 

Kirklees Valley, which is comprised of All Saints Brandlesh-

olme and St James Woolfold.  We exist to worship God in 

the Anglican tradition, to spread the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ, and to serve our neighbour in thought, word, and 

deed.  We are warm, welcoming, and friendly communities 

in the Liberal Catholic to central tradition of the Church 

of England.  We are proud to be the spiritual home of 

people of a variety of backgrounds and ages, and we love 

to welcome newcomers to our services and community 

events. We also host a variety of non Church-based activi-

ties in our buildings, and are always keen to support and 

welcome new community initiatives and activities. 

Our Sunday Services: 

All Saints 11am    St James 11am 

St Stephens 9am  

We share a single Vicar, Rev. Sam Eccleston, who can be 

contacted on brsecclestonop@gmail.com. Our Cu-

rate is Rev. Ellise OõHara. We are also served by a team of 

very generous and able Clergy,  Readers, and ALMs, to 

whom we are greatly indebted. 

www.allsaintsandstjames.com                   www.ststephenelton.com  
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Vicarõs Letter 

In this monthõs issue you will find some poetry from Emily Bron-

të Σ  lots of news of forthcoming events,  news about former in-

cumbents and about new community activities in our church 

halls and much more. 

Every month there are thanks due to those who work so hard 

to contribute to the life of our churches. Of particular note are 

Lynne for her work on hall bookings, Sue for her work on the 

graveyard, Ellise for her work engaging with Acts 435,  Tony for 

his work on the Fletcher Trust, June for the wonderful Cream 

Tea, and Rev. Paul Sanderson for covering services over the 

summer. 

Liturgy Part 3  

Last month we looked in a little more detail at how liturgy works and what it does; how it 

uses natural symbols to help shape our experience, and through our experience, our values, 

habits, and identities. This, you might say, is all fine, but what does it have to do with God? 

Well, you may be unsurprised to hear this, but I think quite a lot! Letõs start with scripture. 

Perhaps the most important imperative in scripture is the Great Commandment: 

'Hear, O Israel: the Lord is our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your God with all your 

heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.õ 

The second is this, ôYou shall love your neighbour as yourself.õ ð Mark 12:28-31 

One question we can ask about this commandment is how is it possible? How do we come 

to love God with all of our hearts, souls, and minds and strength? There is perhaps not a sin-

gle or simple answer. Part of it is clearly to do with effort, part of it is to do with prioritising 

God, part of it is to do with resisting temptation, and all of that is to some degree up to the 

Holy Spirit and to some degree our co-operation and commitment.  

However, part of it is also about loving, worshiping, and obeying God with the different facul-

ties of our minds and the different parts of our nature. We can separate these in lots of differ-

ent ways; mind, body, and soul; imagination, intellect, and will; emotion, cognition, intuition etc. 

The point is, the process is clearly one of engaging, educating, disciplining, and refining the var-

ious faculties, instincts, organs, capacities (etc) that make the complex human whole.  In a 

sense, this is a task as endless and complex as we ourselves are, but it is nevertheless one 

which permits of progress. St Paul seems to have something similar in mind in his letter to 

the church in Corinth, where he urges his readers to ôtake every thought captive to obey 

Christ.õ (2 Corinthians 10). 

Liturgy is part of this process. As we have seen over the last few months, liturgy engages the 

human person on a very deep level, using the body itself, the sounds we hear, the sights we  
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Vicarõs Letter 

see, the aromas we smell, and the grammar of height and depth, 

loud and quiet, near and far, to encourage us to experience, 

with the whole of our person, a different kind of reality to ordi-

nary life. 

Take the classic medieval division of the human mind into imagi-

nation, will, and intellect. In liturgy, the will is engaged through 

deliberate action or inaction- standing, sitting, kneeling, bowing, 

genuflecting, singing, reciting, observing silence etc. The imagina-

tion is engaged both by the reading of scripture, which we are 

invited to imagine, the lyrics of the hymns, which are also 

prompts to the imagination, and the decoration of the space 

and the shape of the building itself, which prompt certain kinds of imaginative associations. 

The intellect is engaged principally in the sermon, which ought to try to explain something of 

scripture and the theology that the church uses to make sense of it, the creed, and the com-

plex wording of some of the prayers. 

Another way to think of this issue is in terms of discrete emotions; at the beginning of the 

service, we engage with a spirit of penitence. We receive absolution with relief. We intercede 

with compassion. We receive the eucharist with thanksgiving. We go out with hope. 

Looking at it in this way, we can see that different forms of liturgy emphasise different emo-

tions, different intensities of response, and different faculties. Traditional Calvinist liturgy is 

highly intellectual, involving a long sermon aimed at inculcating penitence and moral convic-

tion. This is deliberate- it is a reaction to what were perceived as the excessive ritualism and 

inadequate preaching tradition of late medieval Catholicism. Pentecostal worship is highly 

emotive, aimed at releasing repressed emotion, speaking unacknowledged truth, and cathartic 

forms of healing. Again, this is deliberate; it represents a theology which sees Pentecost as de-

finitive of Christian conversion and discipleship, and understands the Holy Spirit to work 

principally through healing, speaking in tongues, and dramatic emotional/moral change. Tradi-

tional Anglican liturgy is a bit more balanced but a bit less intense than either of these forms; 

it moves through repentance, education and exhortation, to compassion and thankfulness, and 

it does it in a muted emotional tone meant to emphasise personal humility and intra-group 

equality rather than foregrounding the individual and the biographical. Again, this is deliberate- 

it reflects a theology which claims that the medieval Catholic tradition only needed a course 

correction, rather than outright overhaul; a missiology which embraces all of the people of a 

nation (in this case England) and tries to find space for them and their varied experiences in 

the service, rather than on a minority of people experiencing dramatic conversion. Thus, An-

glican liturgy is supposed to contain elements of joy, elements of lament, some degree of in-

tellectual and moral challenge, ritual, beauty, repentance etc. It is liturgy aimed at everyone, in 

all of the diversity that that entails. 
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So now we are a bit closer to answering the question ôwhat 

does any of this have to do with God?õ. The answer is some-

thing like the following. God is very big, very subtle, in some 

ways very complicated to understand but in himself very simple, 

he is infinite, he tends to exceed our expectations. We are com-

manded to love him, and it is appropriate that we are asked to 

do so with our whole being, because it is likely to take our 

whole being and more, rather than one faculty or idea or feel-

ing, to give us some comprehension of the vastness of God. Lit-

urgy is a set of practices which aim to bring all of these differ-

ent faculties into dialogue with God; it is a repertoire of art-

forms which permit scripture and theology to begin to percolate into who we are; it is a pro-

cess of character formation which is aimed at co-operating with the Holy Spirit in the work 

the spirit undertakes in us. 

Given this, it is important that we get liturgy rightð not in the slightly fussy and compulsive 

way that people sometimes imagine; we donõt have to do every gesture precisely the same 

way all the time in order for the liturgy to ôworkõ -liturgy is not magic and the way it works is 

more robust than is sometimes suggested. Rather, we have to enter into the liturgy in the 

right spirit; with reverence, paying attention to what is being offered, opening our minds to 

find something new in the words, the music, and the gestures each time; trying, when we 

come to the Eucharist, to travel in our imaginations 

back to the upper room, to Calvary, to the empty 

tomb, to enter into the events we are gathered to 

give thanks for. 

An important and helpful way to try to do this is 

to spend time in silence and prayer before the ser-

vice, gradually focussing the mind on what is about 

to happen, and then continuing to pray through the 

service, so that the liturgy becomes expressed in 

us rather than merely in front of us. I would en-

courage anyone to give this a try, and see how 

much more meaningful the experience becomes. 

Backpack Service  
On Sunday the 6th of September St Stephenõs will 

be hosting a backpack service to bless the new 

backpacks of all those children heading up to Yr7 

this yearð please encourage your new Yr7 to join 

us! 
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Faith Online  

There is a lot of fantastic Christian content online; it comes from Christians of different de-

nominations, traditions, and languages, and encompasses everything from Bible Study and The-

ology to Christian music, architecture, and art. Every month I will aim to share some of it 

with you.   

The Church of England has published statistics related to the life and mission of our Ca-

thedrals here: link 

The Christian Century asks if worship is becoming a luxury good 

here: link 

Britmapped  introduces us to a modern gargoyle here: link 

Greg Locke describes the experience of pastoring a Megachurch 

which lost 90% of its congregation here: link 

The Daily Wire explores the link between denominational loyalty and personality type 

here: link 

New Testament scholar Dr Paula Gooder introduces us to 

ôBody Theologyõ here: link 

Church Support Hub offers some of the latest research into 

young adultsõ journey to faith commitment here: link 

Voces8 perform the hymn ôUbi Caritasõ arranged by Ola Gjeilo 

here: link 

Christianity Today explore what the average American thinks a 

church should look like here: link 

Ripon Cathedral offer us a look behind the scenes here: link 

Aleph Beta offers an insightful exegesis of the Ten Commandments here: link 

The School of Contemplative 

Life as the question ôwho am I real-

ly?õ here: link 

Fruitfully Living explores the Biblical Literary Technique known as 

ôchiasmõ here: link 

Curator Tom explores St Maryõs Bloxham here: link 

Neil Degrassse Tyson discusses the Christian symbolism in the 

Matrix with star Laurence Fishburne  here: link 

Alice Roberts and Dan Snow explore the architectural archaeol-

ogy of early Christianity here: link 

Dominican Oblate Fr Richard Green talks us through a priestõs 

vestments here: link 

https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2026-07/cathedralstatistics2025.pdf?fbclid=IwY2xjawTZf6BleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZA80MDk5NjI2MjMwODU2MDkAAR4kXWwNcutlOxfaCqkUJwN_a1jUCNE3e5eEz5oOQqAkkWNSr7rk_rgMDEeBcw_aem_6jygIccnLO6MOqINdG63VQ
https://www.christiancentury.org/voices/has-worship-become-luxury-good?fbclid=IwY2xjawTSyRRleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZA80MDk5NjI2MjMwODU2MDkAAR7BOCqOY_X2-Qu2WmFS00j9cfnEM0SMxpuZrO_n9uBG3r7xjwpx0WvKGBP91g_aem_mi2nvrCgx0lpokG7INle3g
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/0WDH5qYxV1I
https://churchleaders.com/news/2220752-greg-locke-global-vision-bible-church-attendance.html
https://www.dailywire.com/news/the-hidden-force-shaping-where-christians-worship?fbclid=IwY2xjawTTv8VleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZA80MDk5NjI2MjMwODU2MDkAAR4n6n690K8BgTd0kz8NHaXuLva4TkGe_pCdVOsf5-eDRBoAjvuH4uX1X5lE4w_aem_or3i_5JIXUb1P1NQiI460g&trueLinkId=a
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m002zgd1
https://churchsupporthub.org/all-resources/understanding-young-adult-journeys-to-faith/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B-50CeNelnA&list=RDaynHSTsYcUo&index=5
https://www.christianitytoday.com/2025/03/best-church-architecture-new-building-survey/?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=post&utm_campaign=article&fbclid=IwY2xjawTT55RleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETF0WHRjSE5WTnBYT1dwTTdEc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHtaXD1
https://www.instagram.com/reels/DbsjoKCHGm5/
https://www.instagram.com/reels/DYj8H9DK1Ko/
https://schoolofcontemplativelife.com/blog/who-am-i-really/?mc_cid=0b57371ba0&mc_eid=36d2ec78e2
https://www.instagram.com/reels/DXjjoNyjdxf/
https://www.instagram.com/reels/DbXi_jQNuuM/
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/833_4HWqluM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=56Ye4YHdNfs
https://youtube.com/shorts/PJueu9y6TAQ?is=EFQZjbRs4J_IlqMz
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Reader Licensing Serviceð 

27th Sept  

Sue Stonestreet will be licensed as a reader in 

a service at Manchester Cathedral on the 27th 

of September. Please do come along and join 

with us on this joyful occasion. There is no 

booking process (at the time of writing!) so 

just turn up! 
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Trinity High School Manchester Saturday, November 14  Å  9:30 AM - 3:30 PM 

Join us for this years Intercultural Kingdom Conference as we explore the theme of 

'Intercultural Discipleship. ' This inspiring gathering will bring people from diverse cultures, 

churches, and communities together to learn, worship, share stories, and discover how fol-

lowing Jesus across cultures can deepen our faith, strengthen unity, and equip us for Godõs 

mission in todayõs world. 

·Explore what Intercultural Discipleship means for 

the Church todayñBe inspired by stories of faith, 

culture, mission and transformationñLearn how 

to build deeper relationships across cultural back-

groundsñDiscover practical ways to grow diverse 

and welcoming worshipping communitiesñEngage 

in prayer, worship, teaching and shared reflectionñ

Connect with church leaders, disciples and com-

munities from different culturesñBe equipped to 

follow Jesus and join in Godõs mission across cul-

tures 

Book your place today and be part of a movement 

growing intercultural discipleship for the Kingdom 

of God 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/intercultural-

kingdom-conference-2026-tickets-

1993530657862?aff=oddtdtcreator 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/intercultural-kingdom-conference-2026-tickets-1993530657862?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/intercultural-kingdom-conference-2026-tickets-1993530657862?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/intercultural-kingdom-conference-2026-tickets-1993530657862?aff=oddtdtcreator
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HeartEdge Conference 

St Helens  

For fans of the work of St Martin-in-the-

Fields there is a chance to engage with 

HeartEdge closer to homeð book using 

the QR code. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Love Your School 2027  

Book using the QR code or this link: link 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=0VF8Pj2vCkuYpUWyigSCM_me5YSc3NZFmaruyl-x2mhUNDZNNEdJTk5NWTJPSldZWEdEMkUxQ1VRMi4u&origin=QRCode&route=shorturl
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Wayne Rides for 

Charity  

All Saints and St Stephenõs regular 

Wayne Entwistle is taking on a heroic 

700 mile bike ride in support of Bury 

Tandem Club and Smile train. Please 

do share and support this fantastic ef-

fort! 

Hym of the Week  
Every week at St Stephenõs we are going to sing 

someoneõs favourite hymnð if you have a request 

please contact the Vicar. 

Churches Together 

Annual Assembly  

Including a talk from the Bible Society 

on the controversial topic of the ôQuiet 

Revivalõ- all welcome. 
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Watch a fascinating discussion of Buddhist 

and Christian perspective on contemplation 

here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=pwvDGuwaGUQ 

Tree Maintenance ð 

Whitehead Park  

Scan the barcode to sign up! 

 

Mystics of England 

Pilgrimage  

Join the Rev. Dr. Kevin Goodrich OP on 

a pilgrimage around England exploring 

the spirituality of the English mysticsð 

scan the QR code for more info. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pwvDGuwaGUQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pwvDGuwaGUQ
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Exploring Church Architecture  

Much 20th century Latin American Church architecture (above) was influence by Liberation 

Theology. What is Liberation Theology? 

Liberation theology is a Christian movement that interprets the Gospel through the lived ex-

perience of the poor and oppressed. It emerged in Latin America in the 1960s and 1970s, call-

ing for social justice and active transformation of unjust structures.  

1. Core Principles ǐ Preferential Option for the Poor - Godõs love is revealed most clearly 

among the poor; Christians must prioritise their needs. ǐ Structural Sin - Sin is not only 

personal but embedded in social and economic systems that perpetuate inequality. ǐ 

Active Liberation - Faith demands concrete action to dismantle oppression and promote 

justice.  

2. Historical Roots ǐ Vatican II (1962-1965) - Encouraged the Church to engage with the 

modern world and social realities. ǐ Medellín Conference (1968) - Latin American bish-

ops affirmed the Churchõs mission to stand with the poor. ǐ Political Context - Wide-

spread poverty, dictatorship, and social inequality shaped the theologyõs urgency.  

3. Key Practices ǐ Base Ecclesial Communities (BECs) - Small lay-led groups studying 

Scripture and organising social action. ǐ Nonviolent Resistance - Advocacy for justice 

through peaceful means. ǐ Community Empowerment - Building local capacity for self-

determination and solidarity.  
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A Message from Ima Lomax  

Dear Lay Leader, 

We are writing to invite you to the second Bury and 

Rossendale Lay Leadership Conference. Following 

the success of our first conference in March 2025, 

the next conference will take place on Saturday 

12th  September , from 9:45am-12:30pm, at St 

Johnõs House, Bury. Open to all laity across the 

deanery, the theme of the conference is ôWellbeing 

in Leadershipõ and our speaker is Mark Davies, 

Bishop of Middleton. The aims of the conference 

are: 

·       To ensure that lay leaders feel valued, thanked 

and supported in their various roles. 

       To explore the theme of wellbeing, understand 

its importance in everyoneõs ministry and consider 

practical steps to improve our approach to this. 

·       To introduce the theme of succession planning 

and how to encourage and develop others in their 

calling. 

To register your place, sign up on Eventbrite here: https://BRConf2026.eventbrite.co.uk  

  

https://BRConf2026.eventbrite.co.uk

