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Suggested  

Donation: 50p  

We are the Anglican Parishes of St Stephenõs Elton and 

Kirklees Valley, which is comprised of All Saints Brandlesh-

olme and St James Woolfold.  We exist to worship God in 

the Anglican tradition, to spread the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ, and to serve our neighbour in thought, word, and 

deed.  We are warm, welcoming, and friendly communities 

in the Liberal Catholic to central tradition of the Church 

of England.  We are proud to be the spiritual home of 

people of a variety of backgrounds and ages, and we love 

to welcome newcomers to our services and community 

events. We also host a variety of non Church-based activi-

ties in our buildings, and are always keen to support and 

welcome new community initiatives and activities. 

Our Sunday Services: 

All Saints 11am    St James 11am 

St Stephens 9am  

We share a single Vicar, Rev. Sam Eccleston, who can be 

contacted on brsecclestonop@gmail.com. We are al-

so served by a team of very generous and able Clergy,  

Readers, and ALMs, to whom we are greatly indebted. 

www.allsaintsandstjames.com                   www.ststephenelton.com  
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Vicarõs Letter 

In this monthõs magazine you will find some thoughts from my-

self and Fr Derek, an introduction to the curateõs many pets, 

news from St Stephenõs school, events in our parishes and at 

Manchester and Chester cathedrals and much more. 

Every month there are thanks due to those who work so hard 

to contribute to the life of our churches. Of particular note are 

Steve for delivering another fantastic first aid course, Lynne and 

Tony for their work on the annual reports,  Rev. Josie for her 

great work on the Book Club, Derek for his work on the Mosa-

ic project, all those involved in the St Stephenõs panto, which 

was a great success once again, and Barbara for her patience 

with safeguarding processes. As usual, this is not an exhaustive list. 

Habemus Archiepiscopum Cantuariensem! 

As you are no doubt aware, we have a new Archbishop of Canterbury, Dame Sarah Mullaly, 

the first woman to ever occupy the throne of St Augustine. We donõt declare it in quite the 

way the Catholic church declare the Popeõs election, but if we were to do so, the Latin would 

be something like the above. And yet, in current circumstances, it feels as if, if this were to 

take place, it would probably be something of a muted declaration.  Already, the commentariat 

have been in a frenzy, discussing everything from her gender to her wardrobe to her ex-

pressed or inferred theological stance to the challenges she faces as Archbishop. A lot of air-

time has been allocated to those opposed to her, and their comments have not always been 

charitable. This is not to say that there ought not to be scrutiny of a leader of her standing, 

but it is somewhat difficult to believe that the response would have been quite the same were 

she a man. Part of the driving force behind this barrage of commentary seems to be not just 

the usual fixed theological positions, some of which reject her authority of the appropriate-

ness of her appointment for well-known reasons, and the usual misogyny (she is often criti-

cised for her sober dress sense and unfussy hair style, but how else should she dress and pre-

sent herself as a senior Bishopð what would the reaction be to an Archbishop with a stylist?) 

but also, in the background, a kind of confusion about what an Archbishop is for, and indeed 

what they ought to be for. Thus, she is both lauded as a good manager and a safe pair of hands 

and, sometimes in the same breath, criticised as bureaucratic and managerial. The fact that she 

is not from same the elite academic background as many previous Archbishops is seen as 

both a victory for inclusion, diversity, and relevance and simultaneously a decline in standards. 

As the church reels from yet more disturbing revelations about abuses committed by those 

with charismatic authority, her comparatively reserved and careful demeanour is described as 

underwhelming. Questions are asked about whether she will, or can, unite the warring fac-

tions and regions of the Anglican communion, whether she has the personal presence or the-

ological ingenuity to  
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solve the various disagreements to everyoneõs satisfaction, or 

else overawe opponents with her authority. 

I think that in reality, these reactions to her appointment reveal 

something about her and something about the rest of us, but 

not perhaps those things the commentariat are so intent on 

pointing out.  

Firstly, we are revealed as Churchgoers and as a wider public, to 

be people intent on pinning our own sins and deficiencies, per-

sonal or institutional, on someone else. The fact is that without 

the goodwill and support of those who make up the church, 

she has no chance of achieving any of the things that her cir-

cumstances demand of her, for the very simple reason that the Archbishop of Canterbury 

simply does not have the power to command people in the way that the Pope, for example, 

does.  Justin Welby was criticised towards the end of his tenure for what were felt to be dis-

missive responses to questions about safeguarding, in which he insisted he didnõt have the 

power to enact certain suggested changes, or that it wasnõt his role to oversee certain safe-

guarding processes. Unpopular as that response was, it was nevertheless truthful.  

Thus, expecting Sarah Mullaly, or anyone else, to fix these issues is simply a category error, it 

involves misconstruing what the issues are and how the church works. They are not solely or 

perhaps even principally products of deficits in leadership, they are products of an organisa-

tional structure in which power is diffused rather than concentrated, and a cultural situation 

in which deference, the oil which sped the wheels of the church for so long, is no longer the 

order of the day, for better or worse. We have to learn how to behave in this new reality for 

the betterment of the church, and we cannot expect a single individual who does not have 

the power to do so to force us to fall into line.  The success of her Archiepiscopate does not 

depend solely on her, but on how everyone else reacts to her; her eventual success cannot be 

judged by what we might want doing in an ideal world, but rather by what it is actually possi-

ble for her to do in the circumstances she finds herself in. 

Secondly, whatever else might be true of her personally, spiritually, or politically, Sarah Mullaly 

is revealed as a very brave womanð there arenõt many who would want the job at all, particu-

larly at this juncture of the Churchõs history. She inherits the biggest missional challenge in 

centuries, a parish system in need of reform, a legacy of safeguarding failures. She faces the 

very real possibility that even if she is, in reality, extraordinarily successful, she will be castigat-

ed in the court of public opinion for failing to achieve outcomes that were simply never real-

istic. If she does make mistakes, and to do so would only be human, she is unlikely to receive 

a fair hearing, or to have explanations greeted with sympathy. As we welcome a new Arch-

bishop, it might be worth committing as a church to not making her the sacrificial lamb for 

everyone elseõs sins; after all, we are supposed, as a group, to be against that kind of thingé. 
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Faith Online  

There is a lot of fantastic Christian content online; it comes from Christians of different de-

nominations, traditions, and languages, and encompasses everything from Bible Study and The-

ology to Christian music, architecture, and art. Every month I will aim to share some of it 

with you.   

Religion For Breakfast discuss claims of revival here: www.youtube.com/watch?

v=UdsPPxaGVUs 

BBC Sounds have more on talk of revival plus a discussion of 

church funding here: www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m002qrdz  

Rev. Richard Coles  discusses the challenges facing the new Arch-

bishop of Canterbury here: www.youtube.com/watch?

v=YhHMzsjqnVU   

Britmapped explores medieval sanctuary laws and an object linking 

1000 years of English royalty at Beverly Minster here: 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=H05H_chbBRk 

BBC Global explores a Templar Church here: www.youtube.com/

watch?v=rodBjEsdfcE 

Bishop Lord Chartres has recorded some Lenten meditations for the 

Prayer Book Society here: www.pbs.org.uk/ash-wednesday/?

utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2026-02-

23&utm_campaign=February+newsletter+from+the+PBS 

Bishop Robert Barron describes how ancient Gnosticism differed 

from Christianity here: www.youtube.com/watch?v=JOvVgqBpeTY 

Weald and Downland Living Museum discuss Candlemas in the 

Middle Ages here: www.youtube.com/watch?v=wNZIDVKGOYA 

Pope Leo describes his spirituality here: www.youtube.com/watch?

v=Bg66gtqZSbw 

The Bible Project explain the concept 

of wilderness in the Bible here: 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=b54d_GhBthI 

Anglo Saxon History explain a 7th century 

artefact at Hexham Abbey here: 

www.facebook.com/share/r/1FzafuuBm6/ 

The Church Times reports on a renewal grant received by the Diocese of Manchester 

here: link 

Study Group is typically recorded in an audio file as are sermons -if you have missed a ses-

sion/service and wish to listen please contact the Vicar. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UdsPPxaGVUs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UdsPPxaGVUs
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m002qrdz
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YhHMzsjqnVU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YhHMzsjqnVU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H05H_chbBRk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rodBjEsdfcE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rodBjEsdfcE
https://www.pbs.org.uk/ash-wednesday/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2026-02-23&utm_campaign=February+newsletter+from+the+PBS
https://www.pbs.org.uk/ash-wednesday/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2026-02-23&utm_campaign=February+newsletter+from+the+PBS
https://www.pbs.org.uk/ash-wednesday/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=2026-02-23&utm_campaign=February+newsletter+from+the+PBS
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JOvVgqBpeTY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wNZIDVKGOYA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bg66gtqZSbw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bg66gtqZSbw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b54d_GhBthI
https://www.facebook.com/share/r/1FzafuuBm6/
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2026/13-february/news/uk/diocese-of-manchester-awarded-99-million-in-funding-for-next-four-years?utm_medium=Link+social&utm_source=Facebook&fbclid=IwY2xjawP73P9leHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFYeDNKUzJYVU1sU1I3Q2RUc3J0YwZhcHBf
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A Reflection from Fr. Derek  

What is happening in the USA, land of the free? 

I have been watching over the past months the demonstrations 

which took place in many of the cities in the USA. Residents exer-

cising the Constitutional rights of free speech and freedom to 

demonstrate. I also noticed the active role churches and their min-

isters were taking, and witnessed the increased violence by the ICE 

(Immigration and Customs Enforcement) officials. They seem to act 

more like a ôrent a thug gangõ than law enforcement officers. 

It was in this atmosphere that a bishop recommended to his clergy 

that they should get their affairs in order. Episcopal Bishop Rob Hirschfeld (Diocese of New 

Hampshire) was speaking following the killing of Renee Good.   Bishop Rob said. ô Iõve asked 

them to get their affairs in order, to make sure they have their wills written, because it may 

be that now is no longer the time for statements, but for us, with our bodies, to stand be-

tween the powers of this world and the most vulnerable,õ  é a ônew era of martyrdomõ. 

The White House response to a question from NBC regarding Bishop Rob Hirschfeldõs com-

ments to clergy was ôNo one should follow advice encouraging them to commit crimes. Any-

one who interferes with federal law enforcement operations is committing a crime and will 

be held accountable to the fullest extent of the law. 

This was before the killing of the intensive care nurse Alex Pretti. He had gone to the aid of a 

protester who had been pushed to the ground by federal officers.  

A month earlier Alex Pretti paid tribute to a Veteran following his death, he said  ôToday we 

have to remember that freedom is not free, we have to work at it, nurture it, protect it and 

even sacrifice for it. May we never forget and always remember our brothers and sisters who 

have served so that we may enjoy the gift of freedom. 

The United States of America is far from united. The States worst affected by the actions of 

ICE agents are the States that did not vote for Trump.  The stories about abuse of power, of 

wrongful detention and violence are widespread. 

The killing of Renee Good and Alex Pretti are shocking and the words of Bishop Rob are 

stark and go to the ultimate cost of discipleship. The White Houseõs response to Bishop Robõs 

words - that demonstrators will be ôheld accountable to the fullest extent of the lawõ are 

what you would expect. All I can say is that President Trump and his Administration should 

look at the plank in their own eyes rather than the splinter in the demonstratorõs eye. 

USA has a long history of creative ways of opposing those who abuse power, so, standing be-

tween the powers of this world and the most vulnerable is not new. USA constitution allows 

for peaceful demonstration. Bishop Rob is showing a responsible response to what is happen-

ing across the USA,  
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not just in his Diocese. It must have pained him to refer to a ônew 

era of martyrdomõ, but they are dark times in many States. 

While we are thousands of miles away from the USA, there are 

many fellow Christians who are coming alongside their neighbours 

in pursuit of justice and an end to the fear that has been created by 

ICE agents. 

The words of Alex Pretti December in 2025 sound prophetic  

ô . . . freedom is not free, we have to work at it, nurture it, protect it 

and even sacrifice for it.õ 

Let us pray for a lasting peace and justice for all who live in fear. 

 

News From All Saintõs Ladies Club 
Our February meeting was a really enjoyable one, and our visiting speaker was our very own 

Curate, Rev. Ellise OõHara.  Ellise came to share her ôjourneyõ or ôtestimonyõ with us, and what 

a journey she has been on! 24 ladies who heard Elliseõs story were absolutely amazed at her 

absolute commitment to her faith and call to ministry and despite all the hurdles she has had 

to overcome, she survived - and thrived.  Well done Ellise and thank you.  Our next meeting 

is on Monday 9th March, and we have Jane Parsons from St Stephenõs coming to talk to us 

about her role as a Celebrant. 

We circulated our programme for 2026, which 

includes some really interesting speakers and 

events including coach trip to Chester Cathedral 

on 8th June to see an exhibition of ôThreads 

through the Bibleõ.  This is an extraordinary dis-

play of embroidery,  relating to Biblical stories in-

cluding ôThreads through Creationõ, ôThreads 

through the Crossõ and ôThreads through Revela-

tionõ.  There are still a few seats on the coach 

available to book if anyone would like to join us.  

Another early  date for your diaries if you are 

able to support us - we are holding a fundraising 

event for Bury Hospice with an afternoon of 

Christmas musical entertainment.  We have 

booked the Greenmount Strummers, a local gui-

tar and singing group for Monday 

14th  December at 2pm All Saints.  All welcome 

to join us raising funds for our local Hos-

pice.  Further details nearer the time - please save 

the date  . 
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PET CORNER  

Well i have shared my cadet life, my crazy running's around random cities, 

my Christmas tree collection, and my quirky family i can now share the 

pets that we have and boy is there a few!  

So firstly, my oldest pet is a collie cross spaniel cross labrador he is 13 and 

has many issues at the moment but he has been such a great dog! I pre-

sent the wonderfully broken Oscar.  

Next oldest pet is Thomas a beautifully chunky labrador, he is 6 and loves food! Funny story 

about Thomas he once stole a pizza from the kitchen and jumped the back 

fence and buried it in the next doors garden, as they were mowing the lawn 

they found it and asked if Thomas had maybe done this, they knew Thomas be-

cause he liked to stick his head in their cat flap and steal the cat food, they did-

n't mind he is so cute so here we have Thomas the food stealing chunky                             

Next, we have Steveõs pet fish, now this was originally bought with a few fish 

but this one eat them all and now lives alone because he can't be trusted, he is 

a smart fish knows when the lid is open food arrives and has 

started to swim near the opening for us to feed him, he also 

will take food from your hand so here he is Titan the fat fish !                                      

Next up we have BB, also known as Beyonce, she is a very 

loud bossy Guinea Pig! She belongs to Kenzie and is really fussy, squeaks all 

the time for food and water when she wants it to be fresh! Kenzie often sits 

and argues with her and its quite funny!!  

Ok Dakota is next with her pet; she has this to share ...  

Potato is a very greedy Gerbil who loves to take naps and bite people he 

doesnõt like, He loves pumpkin seeds and cucumber the most and loves to 

spend time either digging tunnels or zooming around his cage at ungodly hours of the night. 

He loved and missed his brother pocket and still leaves a space for him in bed, he is very af-

fectionate and will eat from your hand if he likes you!!                            

Next up we have a gorgeous little tortoise who belongs 

to Diesel and he had this to say: 

Oogway named after my favourite character from kung fu 

panda. He is very lazy, his favourite things are sleeping and 

eating. He is very slow as you would expect from a tor-

toise but if you put cucumber in front of him, he will run 

after it. He is very fast when motivated by food. He sits 

under his heat lamp to get all nice and warm.          
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Khaleesi brings next a message about her bunny rabbit: 

She is a fluffy and adorable, loves to be pet her name is Galaxy, i 

named her galaxy because it suited her and i  love space and the 

mystery of space, she loves food and veggies, she also likes to re-

lax with her sister Oreo and enjoys being out-

doors.                            

Which brings us on to Oreo who belongs to willow who 

shares this: She is cute and loves being pet i named her Oreo 

because i love Oreos, just like i love my rabbit she is friendly 

and would never hurt a soul, unless you don't feed her fast 

enough then she will kick you, she loves veggies and being 

with Galaxy her sister.          

Jenson brings his little hamster ð Hammy he shares this little 

snippet of his little hammy  

Hammy is a lovely hamster who likes food, i called him hammy 

because it rhymes with hamster and his food is also called hammy food. He 

will defo bite anyone who puts fingers near his cage unless you have food, but 

you have to be fast! He likes to use his wheel but its loud and annoys my 

mummy. I do not hear it i sleep through anything i love my hamster he is so 

cute.                                    

Finally, to finish off the pet corner we have my very lovely 

bird, she is solo but is thriving. She is named Eden because 

she reminds me of creation. She is talkative and keeps me 

company in the office while i work she also brings joy and calmness to any-

one who visits!  

So, there we have a lovely petting farm in my house, don't ask me about the 

vet fees and food supply cost i may just faint! But each child has a pet that 

they care for themself, it helps teach them care, love and patience and sur-

prisingly each pet has turned out just like its owner. This house is full of 

children and animals and is always total chaos but i love it and i hope you 

have enjoyed learning about our petting zoo!! Maybe we can do a bring 

your pet to church day that would be brilliant chaos!!  

Ellise 
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How a conversation can change your life!  

As some of you already know, in September I started a two-year course to train for Reader 

Ministry.  Sparked by a conversation with Anne Edwards (former Curate at All Saints & now 

Bishopõs Chaplain), in July I went to a meeting she had organised at the church where I was 

baptised and confirmed (was that a sign!?). The speaker was the new Director of Vocations at 

the Diocese, Rachel Watts, and before I left that night I had an appointment to go and talk to 

Rachel about òthe futureó. I had just completed my Authorised Lay Ministry training but felt 

that I needed to go further and explore more of what I might be being called to do. 

Within a few weeks I had had four interviews, was accepted for Reader Training and was at 

Blackburn Cathedral for the Induction Eucharist along with others from Chester, Blackburn, 

Carlisle and Manchester Dioceses all starting at Emmanuel Theological College mid-

September. It was quite a shock to the system to go back to college after more than forty 

years, especially when I realised that I would be writing essays for the first time since June 

1982! 

As students are drawn from all over the northwest there are a number of training centres 

and I go to Didsbury on Thursday evenings. I could have gone to Blackburn on Tuesday but 

the thought of the Grane Road mid-winter put me off. The course is split with one subject 

module each term, taught over ten weeks. We began with an Introduction to Theology, and 

this term are studying the New Testament- how and why it was written, who for, why it con-

tains the Gospels and Letters that it does. Then how to look more deeply into the links and 

references within passages, why certain words were used in the original Greek of the Gos-

pels and the differences between how the Evangelists treat subjects and events.  

I have found it has opened up so much about myself and my faith which I had not acknowl-

edged. It has taught me a huge amount about things that I knew something about but would 

not have known how to articulate and weõre only a quarter of the way through. In addition to 

the weekly teaching there is a weekend residential each year and four Saturday Formation 

Days. The weekend in Swanick was spent with all the collegeõs students, coming from many 

traditions and included Ordinands, Readers, Masterõs, Degree and Childrenõs Ministry stu-

dents. We studied, worshipped, socialised and got to know each other. Gathering in the chapel 

is at the heart of the weekend, and worshipping together was a highlight (including Fr. Tom 

òconductingó the Psalm because he doesnõt think that people pause for long enough!).  It has 

been an exciting and challenging few months and I am really looking forward to what comes 

next. Which leads me into my next subject- the APCM and PCC.  

In Kirklees Valley we have set the date for this yearõs Annual Parochial Church Meeting, Sun-

day 10th May at St. Jamesõ after a joint service. As usual there will be various reports and the 

election of churchwardens & PCC members for the upcoming year. For the last few years 

there have been people who have stayed on the PCC for òan extra yearó because we have 

been short of volunteers coming forward.  
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Please consider and pray about whether you would be willing to joining the PCC. We are no 

longer in an Interregnum, we now have an Incumbent, and he is very good at keeping meet-

ings on track and reasonably short! We also have only had one Churchwarden this year, yours 

truly. Even with Ann still doing most of the things she did as warden at St. Jamesõ and having 

Lynne as a Deputy Warden, it has been hard to juggle things along with the college work I 

have taken on. This doesnõt mean that I am standing down, you donõt get rid of me that quick-

ly, but it would be much easier if we had at least two of the three vacant Churchwarden posts 

filled. And think, the more people who come forward the less work there will be for each to 

do! 

So please think and pray about that too. If you have any questions, ask a PCC member, Sam or 

me. Why not step forward as Churchwarden or PCC member and have your say in how the 

Parish of Kirklees Valley moves forward. 

People of St. Stephenõs, I am going to be bold and say (and I did ask Carol if I could!) that this 

probably applies to you too, so please consider and pray about how you can be part of the 

future of your parish too. 

Sue Stonestreet 

Walk of Witness 2026  

Our curate Ellise has been heavily involved in organising this yearsõ Good Friday walk of wit-

ness. It would be great if a few people from our parishes could join her on the day as a wit-

ness to the Christian presence in our town. Please see Ellise for details 

Call for Volunteers ð Good Friday Walk of Witness (3 April)   We are invit-

ing volunteers to help take part in and support our Good Friday Walk of Witness 

on 3 April . This is a powerful opportunity to share the story of Good Friday together in our 

community, and we would love your help  

Reading & Drama Roles Needed  

Narrators  ð x 4 people Pilate  ð x 1 person Jesus ð x 1 person Crowd  ð x 4 people 

Criminals  ð x 2 people Soldiers / Centurion  ð x 2 people  

Support Roles  

Stewards  ð to help guide the walk and support participants along the route  First Aid-

ers ð to ensure everyoneõs safety  

Musicians are needed for Rock/Kay Gardens   

We would also love to know if the URC organist could join us again this year   

Whether you enjoy reading, acting, helping behind the scenes, offering practical care, or 

sharing music, there is a role for everyone . 

 To volunteer or to find out more, please contact  

Rev Craig Giles at  revcraiggiles2@outlook.com 

 

mailto:revcraiggiles2@outlook.com
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WCCM Quiet Day  

The WCCM are holding a quiet day on 

the 14th of March at All Saints Church, 

starting at 10am.  Ideal for those who 

enjoyed the contemplation group at St Stephens. Those interested please contact Joanne Cain 

on c4lmly.wccm@gmail.com 

Electoral Roll Officer  

St Stephenõs currently needs a new Electoral Roll Officer. The electoral roll is the list of 

names and addresses of a churchõs membership. Every person listed on the roll is eligible to 

attend the Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM). The Officer effectively manages the roll, 

making sure it is accurate and kept according to data protection rules. Those interested to 

see the wardens or clergy. 

Be Open on Breastfeeding  

All Saints folks may have noticed a new sticker in 

the windowð pictured right. The sticker makes it 

clear to women visiting our building that they are 

welcome to breastfeed their babies without having 

to go and sit in the ladies or outside somewhere. 

This is about recognising both how vital and val-

ued breastfeeding and motherhood are,  and making mums welcome in our community. This 

is particularly important as we try to rebuild our network with local families. In welcoming 

breastfeeding women into our church, we are in good company. Pope Francis himself repeat-

edly insisted during his Pontificate that breastfeeding women be allowed to remain in services 

he was leading in the Sistine chapel. Below is what Be Open on Breastfeeding say about them-

selves. 

Be Open on Breastfeeding was set up as a project of Visit from the Stork in 2014 as B.O.O.B.S (Be 

open on Breastfeeding Salford) with the aim to empower women to be open about their breastfeed-

ing experiences and inspire others to breastfeed for longer. 

In 2020 we expanded into Bury Borough with B.O.O.B.S in Bury and in 2024 we rebranded as Be 

Open on Breastfeeding Support to merge the two sister projects together. 

In 2026 we are run by the same close knit team of staff, with even more volunteers, who are all pas-

sionate about breastfeeding and supporting parents on their journey. 

More information can be found here:: www.breastfeedinginsalford.org.uk 

https://www.breastfeedinginsalford.org.uk/about-boobs/
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