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We are the Anglican Pari s
Kirklees Valley, which is comprised of All Saints Brandle
olme and St James Woolfold. We exist to worship God i
the Anglican tradition, to spread the Gospel of Jesus
Christ, and to serve our neighbour in thought, word, and
deed. We are warm, welcoming, and friendly communiti
in the Liberal Catholic to central tradition of the Church
of England. We are proud to be the spiritual home of
people of a variety of backgrounds and ages, and we Io
to welcome newcomers to our services and community
events.We also host a variety of non Chusbhsed activi-
ties in our buildings, and are always keen to support an
welcome new community initiatives and activities.

Our Sunday Services:
All Saints 11am St James 1lam
St Stephens 9am

We share a single Vicar, Rev. Sam Eccleston, who can &
contacted onbrsecclestonop@gmail.com. Our Cu-
rate i s Rev. EIlIlise OO0OHar
very generous and able Clergy, Readers, and ALMs, to
whom we are greatly indebted.

www.ststephenelton.cort



Vicaros Letter

I n this monthds magazine y &
count of a royal event, news of forthcoming events and Dio o-
san appointments, messages of farewell, a new recipe of thé

month, and much more.

Every month there are thanks due to those who work so ha
to contribute to the life of our churches. Of particular note a
all those i nvol v e gickiparticuldrlethe
caterers, Ellise and Val for their work on social events, Josie
covering an extra service, Joe Walk for his many years of s
at evensong,

Tempus Fugit

| recently found myself at the Parish church for the funeral of Kath Pollard. In many ways it
was quite an odd experience; not because the service itself was unndaet it was deeply
familiad but rather because Kath had died so suddenly.There is something very jarring abo
sudden death; about one moment talking or corresponding with someone in the usual fash-
ion, the fashion that presupposes their continued presence in the indefinite future, and the
next mourning their final and irreversible absence. It feels something like sitting through hal
concert, to find that, at an arbitrary point in the score, the orchestra simply downed their in-
struments and left, with no explanation.

Its not that there is no explanation of dedtlclearly there is a physical odd is that, so of-
ten, its timing does not fit well with our sense of human biography; it seems out of place, an
out of time; it interrupts the play of meaning across the surface of events.

This impression was only reinforced by other features of the day. Touchingly, lots of the
younger members of the choir had come to bid a tearful farewell to Kath.This was, of cours
a lovely tribute to what her presence amongst the choir meant, but it was also another inde;
of the discontinuous way change often happens. For me, it feels that in a short period of tim
the children of the choir who | knew have become teenagers; the teenagers have become
young adults. They have agtheywereyandareysaddenly h ¢
different peoplé taller, perhaps, and in some cases with deeper voices, but more than that,
speaking no longer with the awkwardness of childhood, but rather with the fresh assurance
of maturity. This, in a sense, is a good tldifgs an achievement, a natural development. But it
is also accompanied by a feeling of sadness, for the children they once were are no longer
amongst us, despite the fact that, uncannily, they are still present in an older form.

In a sense then, the day was characterised by the experience of time itself suddenly passin
very quickly; time, for us, is a marker of change, but change does not happen in a uniform o
predictable way, and so sometimes it feels like a lot of time has passed in a shortperiod
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this was one of those times. And this fact about time, that, fr&
our perspective, it occasionally leaps forward in an ungover
ble way, provokes a feeling of insecurity. It prompts us to
member that this journey we are all embarked upon is less
a walk, on which we dictate the pace, and during which we ¢
decide to stop and rest, and more like being adrift on a river,
which has a current of its own which is beyond our control.

Part of the function of funerals and other religious observa
is to help us mark the time, to bring it, however partially, bac
into the universe of human meaning; to help us feel that w
have, in however small a way, taken part in that onward flo
time, rather than been passively subject to it. By gathering and acting in-aditoeed way,

we bring these discontinuous events back into continuity with other past events; we put thel
in a series or a category alongside others, and learn to accept them as such.

For religious people, particularly theists, it is also why there is a widespread conviction that
God must be beyond time; he cannot be subject to the kinds of disjunctures and seemingly
arbitrary changes and losses that human being$ratber, he must exist in a dimension
which is not temporal, or at | east i s noi
sense of time permits change and development but only in one direction and only at a parti
ular rate or speed; so that those in God& presence, for example, can continue to grow in love
and holiness forever. I n this sense, eter
ducible to a merely static condition.

This, of course, is a comforting thought. Another source of comfort was found in the pres-
ence of the Christian community, who had
nise the loss of one of their own.And in order to do so, they did that thing that had joined
them to Kath in the first place; worship. And in this, a sense of continuity which had been in
terrupted by death was, in a way, restofethose things that mattered to Kath still matter;
those things she loved will go on; those social bonds of which she was a part endure.

Interestingly, Rev. McVeety, who was presiding, took this connection one step further. Reflec
i ng on Kathds | ove of music, he pointed ¢
tinuous with its notion of the churabheaven, for Christians, is nothing more or less than
worshipping God in his immediate presence. In a sense, then, every time we worship, we jol
with those who do likewise in eternity, which is why, in the eucharistic prayer, we talk about
being in the company of the saints.

All of this, of course, has further implications, one subset of which is for mission.What helps
religion to 6l and6; to feel wvital and rel
truth and hope, is precisely the way that it addresses that intersection of time and eternity. I
is here that faith becomes not only obviously appropr@agternity cannot be defined,



Vicarods Letter

guantified, dissected, or experimented u@dout also entirely &
necessary; the choice we are faced with, when contemplatirgs
mortality and eternity, is faith or despair.

There is something in all of this which helps explain the rel
decline in religious observance in recent centuries. Itisac
monplace untruth that ther
i sndt accurate, and it isn
it does contain the important truth that religion, whatever el
it is about, has to be about time, mortality, and eternity. In re
cent decades, our proximity to the kind of disjunction, the ki
of sudden closure of an otherwise open horizon that we me
at funerals or in the rapid maturation of young people, has become less of a commonplace
experience.We are more insulated from change and risk than we ever were; we age, on ave
age, more slowly, we have more confidence in the predictability and manageability of our su
roundings and our entitlement to our fair share of the fruits thereof. Not only this, but elec-
tronic media, beginning with television and intensifying with the online world, give us the illu
sion of being able to step out of time.We watch reconstructions of the past or anticipations
of the future; we barely notice programmes recorded in advance and we eamateh old fa-
vourites; often, the precise when and where of the events depicted on our screens is unim-
portant, and in some cases is unspecdidte drama is set nowhere, and nowhen.This is even
more the case in the hours we spend O6scr ¢
most entirely decontextualised and uncoupled from any specific time and place.This is per-
haps what is comforting about them; how they help us to relax and decompress from the in.
exorable flow of events. And yet, these distractions are also dangerous, providing as they dc
an ersatz form of eternity, they lull us into a false sense of security regarding the exchanges
bility and retrievability of the present moment, which, in reality, is gone forever the moment i
passes. It therefore shields us from precisely the conflict that faith addresses; it prevents us
from taking the first step on the path up Mount Sinai.

The missional task, then, is not just to call people to church, or to call people to be disciples
but to call people back to reality, and away from comforting distractions. It is to continue to
hallow time, as we do at funerals, weddings, and baptisms, and to try to teach people as we
are doing so why such things must be done; to help them to see change as a window into
eternity, rather than yet another set of brute, and meaningless facts in a long list of identical
vacuities. It is a difficult task, but one the church must rise to.



Faith Online

There is a lot of fantastic Christian content online; it comes from Christians of different de-
nominations, traditions, and languages, and encompasses everything from Bible Study and
ology to Christian music, architecture, and art. Every month | will aim to share some of it
with you.

Bishop Rowan Williams discusses the subject of his latest book with the
Institute of Art and Ideas here:link

Rev. Malcolm Guite discusses lessons from a life in ministry hené:

A short visit to aCarmelite ossuary church in Portugal here:
link

TheAlmaConsort perform 6Be Thdnk My Vi si onc

EvanBnormal interviews a retired Vicar herdéink

The GesualdoSix per f or m 6 Most Holy )
link

More + Rowan, this time discussing American politics with t8pectator
Podcast here:link

The Maries take a break from their usual musical fare to sing a more con
temporary hymn herdink

The LifeRoad Singers perform a Korean version of a popular contemporary hymn here:
link

Commander Reid Wiseman talks about the religious dimension of his recent space mis-
sion herelink

The Stanley Brothers perform a contemporary worship song hetaik
The Popeds playing livedan Chile heldedk

The Petersens per f orm 61 n Clmk i st Al oned

The Sisters of Aquinas perform part of the traditional Easter liturgi
cal chant herdink

DrWes Huff discusses the symbolism of the Easter Narrative here
link
A mass outbreak of hymn singingRietterdam central station here:
link
Professional footballers discussfdlristian faith on their team here:
link

Study Group is typically recorded in an audio file as are serméhgou have missed a ses-

sion/service and wish to listen please contact the Vicar. )


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wBZ_m4nQ1Xk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0TVL0V_mkxk
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/lTl0hR8b2pc
https://www.instagram.com/reels/DXM87NFAu4z/
https://www.instagram.com/reels/DW-_X0Kkaw0/
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/vZl3BSmGkY8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4X4S5Z8lDd0
https://www.instagram.com/reels/DXM53CIDCkI/
https://www.instagram.com/reels/DVlSiFriQON/
https://www.instagram.com/reels/DXPNhBEjRuO/
https://www.instagram.com/reels/DUAaDG7jB1d/
https://www.instagram.com/reels/DWR3J6AAZfQ/
https://www.instagram.com/reels/DWr1fn7Du4f/
https://www.instagram.com/reels/DWvvHC2iv_H/
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/rfeMWXcnUiI
https://www.instagram.com/reels/DWYkHJCDBD1/
https://www.instagram.com/reels/DU0kLoPimLj/

Revd. Canon Simon
Cook to be the next
Archdeacon of Salford
and Bolton

We are pleased to share the news that the Revd Canon Simon Cook has been appointed &
the next Archdeacon of Salford and Bolton. Simon succeeds the Ven Dr Rachel Mann, who
will retire at the end of July after many years of faithful ministry in our diocese. Simon bring
significant experience of parish leadership and collaborative ministry, having served as Are
Dean of Bolton for the past five years alongside his recent work supporting the archdeacon
ries as Acting Assistant Archdeacon. Accepting this new role, Simon said:

ol am humbled and delighted that Bishop
con of Salford and Bolton in succession to Rachel, following careful discernment and a ro-
bust interview process. | dare to believe that God has called me into this role for this excit-
ing new season in our diocese, as we begin to pray and work together to deliver our new
vision and strategy for the glory of God and for the increase of his Kingdom.

ol have | oved serving as Area Dean of Bol
pects of that ministry, but | am thrilled that I will continue to serve the deaneries of Bolton,
Bury and Rossendale, and Salford and Leigh in this new role. | look forward to meeting mal
new, and reconnecting with familiar, friends andarkers for Christ in the coming

mont hs. o0l am very conscious that Rachel
much to learn, so | would ask for your patience and your prayers as | prepare to leave my
current role and take up this new post. At the same time, we continue to hold Rachel in
prayer as she prepares for retirement, with deep thanksgiving for all she has given us
through her ministry as Archdeacon. Above all, may this time of transition be marked by an-
ticipation and excitement for what God is going to do in the Archdeaconry of Salford and
Bolton in the years ahead. o

On the day of the announcement, Bishop David said:

0l am delighted to appoint Simon as the
ready demonstrated strong leadership as Area Dean, walking alongside parishes across Bc
ton with wisdom and generosity of spirit.We look forward to welcoming him to the Bish-
op0s Leadership Team as he takes on this

0Si mon succeeds Rachel Mann, whose minis
sight, creativity and devoted service. | am confident that Simon will build on the strong foun
dations she has laid and help carry forward the delivery of our diocesan vision. | hold both

Simon and Rachel in my prayers as they navigate this time of change and new beginnings,

i ng thanks for all that has been and tru



% Church Book Club%

The official title of the book club (which we need
cause we borrow sets of books from the library) i

The KirkleesValley Church Book Club.
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The next book we are reading is "The Thread " byJ'—" :
Victoria Hislop. _"Y"/‘ :
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ST STEPHEN’S

RAC NIG |-|'|' ‘B CHESTER CATHEDRAL
N 'THREADS THROUGH THE BIBLE’

MON
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—_ 7.30PM - CENTENARY ROOM —

_ ilICKETS EIQ.

oo s, Pie & Pea Supper }“jw
AR+ Stake for Each Race oo
& Bring Your Own Drinks & Nibbles
TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM:
VAL EUSTICE * 07933 986785
BARBARA INGHAM
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Tea with the King!

On 6th May | attended a Buckingham Palace Gart
Party after being nominated in recognition of my
unteering for Bury Hospice for 35 yearff. was a
wonderful day the King, Queen, Duke and Duches
of Edinburgh and Princess Royal were in attenda
plus 8,000 guests.

This was a great honour and for which | was truly
grateful.

Joyce Keeble

Congratulations and well done Joyce from all
of us at St Stephens!

St Stephenos

The (now seemingly annual) litter pick was a
cess once again with 27 bags of litter removedk
from the streets of Elton. Interestingly, there
seemed to be less litter on the streets compare
with last year, which can only be a good thing. ,
Thanks to all who came and helped out, whetht==

litter picking or catering.



BURY B&AM

W BASH:
IS RETURNING TO BURRS
COUNTRY PARK WEEKLY:

HELP STOP THE SPREAD OF INVASIVE HIMALAYAN BALSAM IN
OUR PARKS AND GREEN SPACES!

EVERY FRIDAY @ 6:30PM
MEET BY THE CHIMNEY E.’"!;"QIE

ALL YOU NEED IS A DRINK, GLOVES
AND STURDY SHOES. ey

L.&

The Wildlife Trust for

Lancashire

Manchester & A
North Merseyside CoUNCil




