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Suggested  

Donation: 50p  

We are the Anglican Parishes of St Stephenõs Elton and 

Kirklees Valley, which is comprised of All Saints Brandlesh-

olme and St James Woolfold.  We exist to worship God in 

the Anglican tradition, to spread the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ, and to serve our neighbour in thought, word, and 

deed.  We are warm, welcoming, and friendly communities 

in the Liberal Catholic to central tradition of the Church 

of England.  We are proud to be the spiritual home of 

people of a variety of backgrounds and ages, and we love 

to welcome newcomers to our services and community 

events. We also host a variety of non Church-based activi-

ties in our buildings, and are always keen to support and 

welcome new community initiatives and activities. 

Our Sunday Services: 

All Saints 11am    St James 11am 

St Stephens 9am  

We share a single Vicar, Rev. Sam Eccleston, who can be 

contacted on brsecclestonop@gmail.com. Our Cu-

rate is Rev. Ellise OõHara. We are also served by a team of 

very generous and able Clergy,  Readers, and ALMs, to 

whom we are greatly indebted. 

www.allsaintsandstjames.com                   www.ststephenelton.com  
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Vicarõs Letter 

In this monthõs magazine you will find my usual reflection, an ac-

count of a royal event, news of forthcoming events and Dioce-

san appointments, messages of farewell, a new recipe of the 

month, and much more. 

Every month there are thanks due to those who work so hard 

to contribute to the life of our churches. Of particular note are 

all those involved in the St Stephenõs litter-pick, particularly the 

caterers, Ellise and Val for their work on social events, Josie for 

covering an extra service, Joe Walk for his many years of service 

at evensong,  

What Is Liturgy For?  

Recently I was asked to write something to explain what liturgy is and why we do itð I 

thought this was a helpful suggestion, because it is one of many things that Church folk in 

general, and Anglicans in particular, tend to assume rather than explain. Part of the reason for 

this is that liturgy comes from a culture in which it seemed commonsensical, but we have 

gradually evolved into a culture in which it no longer is without adapting to the change. 

It is usually useful, when explaining something, to start with its originsð and liturgy is no ex-

ception. The word leitourgia (˂ ʶʽˍˇˎˊʴʾʰύ is Greek, and means ôthe work of/for the peopleõ. It 

originally applied to games, plays, processions, acts of communal worship, and other events 

sponsored by the richer members of the Ancient Greek and Roman public for the benefit of 

their compatriots.  It wasnõt restricted to worship, but usually involved elements of worship 

and ritual, as more or less everything in the ancient world did. This conception of work of and 

for the people is rooted in a sense of identity which is perhaps somewhat alien to us in our 

individualistic culture. For us, who we are is a matter of individualityð we are chiefly defined 

by how our tastes, choices, and values differ from those of people around us, by how we have 

made our own way in life. Of course, this is somewhat illusory, as all our choices and values 

derive from and respond to the acts, words, and thoughts of others, but nevertheless, that is 

how we tend to think. We tend to think we have a pristine inner nature that it is our lifeõs 

work to discover and express through our words and choices. Ancient people would have 

found this attitude if not incomprehensible then at least immoral; they had to band together 

in order to survive, so their sense of personal identity was always defined by being part of a 

group. They were, first and foremost, inhabitors of roles and positions within a society; they 

might be a Roman, a mother, a member of a certain clan or tribe, or a practitioner of a cer-

tain cult or trade, and their identity was expressed chiefly through conformity to the values 

and expectations of these groups. Thus, some of their identity (nation and family principally) 

were inherited in a fairly direct way. Others were to do with what they did on a daily basis 

(which itself might be a product of inheritance, but was also to do with living a certain kind  
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of lifeð being a blacksmith or a priest or a legionary was not 

just a role it was an identity. In other words, they were defined, 

at least in part, by the work they did together. Hence the im-

portance of liturgyð it was work for all the people to do and 

benefit from together. Part of the purpose of liturgy, therefore, 

was that it both expressed and maintained/constituted the cor-

porate identities that people subscribed to. Part of the reason 

modern people are uncomfortable with liturgy is that they no 

longer see themselves as constituted by group activitiesð they 

seem themselves, more often than not, as defined by distinction 

from, rather than membership within, a group.  

However, this is not to say there are not modern secular liturgiesð there are; liturgy is seem-

ingly a natural and spontaneous part of human culture. For example, rock concerts are argua-

bly liturgical. The people who attend typically wear special clothes, jewellery, and hair styles; 

they will tend to refer to themselves by some group name (ôrockersõ, ôgothsõ, ôemosõ etc), they 

will value the approval and friendship of other members of the group.  A lot of the perfor-

mance is far more ritualised than might be apparent at firstð the jumping up and down on 

stage, for example, is supposed to produce an image of wild abandon, but of course, it is not 

uncontrolled at allð it is a stereotyped gesture which represents and emotional state but still 

allows the musicians to perform. Similarly, the seemingly chaotic jumping and running in the 

ômosh pitõ has an ethical characterð if someone falls over, people are expected to pick them 

up, bigger people are expected to try to avoid smaller people, and to help them to ôcrowd-

surfõ by giving them a leg up etc. 

Like ancient liturgy, modern liturgies structure identityð rock fans tend to think of themselves 

principally as fans of certain types of music or certain specific bands, and they dress and be-

have in ways consistent with that group identity. There is an irony here, because stereotypical-

ly rock fans will say they value individuality, while exhibiting extreme conformity of behaviour. 

Christian liturgy defines individuals by their membership of the church, and the relationship 

between the Church and God; one of worship. This is why questions of enjoyment , of ôwhat I 

got out of itõ never arose historicallyð it was not conceived of as being entertainment, even if 

there were elements of interest and beauty involved. The individual attended to contribute, 

witness, and be included, not to pass the time. Thinking of the Eucharist, then, in these terms, 

is revealingð weekly attendance was, amongst other things, about renewing a form of identity; 

affirming and recreating oneself as a person. This is entirely consistent with the ritual gestures 

involved, as in a fairly literal way the Eucharist is a meal, those who receive are being fedð be-

ing provided with the stuff that goes on to constitute their being. What they are being fed by 

is Christ himselfð thus Christians are those who become like Christ by imbibing him in word 

and sacrament. 
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The notion of liturgy as the work of the people also helps us to 

understand the ritual nature of what is done. Liturgy involves 

gestures, costumes, bodily movements, ritualised speech, the 

construction/delineation of sacred spaces with attached codes 

of conduct that differ from ordinary life, the use of ritual ob-

jects, incense, candles, chant etc. We tend to think of this nowa-

days in effectively pedagogical termsð that these are things 

which ôsymboliseõ certain ideas. In a sense this is true, but we 

should not understand it in an intellectualist wayð it is not that 

the gestures are supposed to be ôreadõ by the intellect, and the 

meanings understood as if reading a book. If it were, what 

would be the point of repeating the process? Once we have understood, surely there would 

be no further need for the symbol?  

Rather, the function of the ritual is based in the ancient idea that your identity was partly con-

stituted by your workð you became who you were through learning a craft or living a partic-

ular way of life. The repeated practice of shaping metal, waging war, cooking, or whatever, 

slowly affected ones preferences, values, and abilities; it created a worldview, a set of instincts 

and behaviours which came to seem natural and obvious. In other words, practice structures 

subjectivity; it creates our inner experience of both ourselves and the world and thereby de-

termines how we behave in a general way.  A soldier was a different kind of person from a 

priest, who was a different kind of person from a famer. Thus, bowing, kneeling and other ritu-

al expressions of humility were not meant to merely symbolise humility; they were meant to 

actually make people humble; forms of physical veneration like kissing the Bible were not 

meant to merely symbolise the importance of the book, they were meant to actually incul-

cate reverence for it. 

We tend to perhaps forget this when we discuss liturgyð we are often somewhat impatient of 

the details of liturgy, as if it doesnõt matter.  We have perhaps unconsciously imbibed the naµve 

rationalism of the European enlightenment which has a tendency to reduce the human per-

son to the intellect, and therefore see anything not addressing the intellect as in some sense 

primitive. Ironically, this is now seen, particularly in anthropological, psychological, and philo-

sophical circles, as a naïve and unscientific view. What can start, for example, as a concern to 

prevent those with mobility issues from coming to harm by over-exerting themselves can 

gradually mutate into the notion that kneeling or other forms of posture donõt matter, but all 

of the psychological and historical evidence indicates that they do. By the same logic, changes 

in liturgy are not just changes in appearance, they are changes in both the whole experience 

that we are trying to cultivate and the meaning we are communicating. I once worked in a 

church that was very committed to the Prayer Book tradition. They had, more or less under 

duress, brought in Common Worship services, but this was resented decades after the fact. 

One of the complaints that people had was about the peaceð there is no peace in a Prayer  
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Book Eucharist, and the congregation largely didnõt like it. You 

might ask what is so objectionable about making peace with 

our fellows as Christ commanded us to, and in principle, the re-

jection of the practice wasnõt rejection of the principle. Rather, 

what most people articulated was that it broke the spell of the 

service; the traditional liturgyð the use of the familiar and an-

cient language, the readings, the sermon etcð had allowed them 

to enter into a state that I would describe as contemplative; or-

dinary life and its distractions were forgotten and focus and 

peace was achieved. The peace, ironically, broke into this state 

of mind, and returned people, mentally, to normal social lifeð to 

rivalries, resentments,  Similarly, for many people, the language of Common Worship simply 

wasnõt as resonantð partly because of its inherent lexical and grammatical modernity, but also 

because, on a personal level, it wasn't the language they had grown up using, it wasnõt the lan-

guage that had shaped them. 

So, thatõs broadly what liturgy is about, 

the picture of the human person it as-

sumes, and how it works.  Over the 

coming months we will look more 

specifically at what Christian, principal-

ly Anglican, liturgy does, at the specific 

gestures and attitudes that are in-

volved, and at how this is supposed to 

shape us. 

Evensong 

A reminder that Evensong is held eve-

ry second Sunday of the month at St 

Stephenõsð with the exception of this 

month, 12th July, as our organist is hav-

ing a well-deserved break.  Services 

resume in August- All welcome. 

Facebook 

A reminder that all 

three of our churches 

have Facebook pages, 

please do like, follow 

and share. 
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Faith Online  

There is a lot of fantastic Christian content online; it comes from Christians of different de-

nominations, traditions, and languages, and encompasses everything from Bible Study and The-

ology to Christian music, architecture, and art. Every month I will aim to share some of it 

with you.   

Bishop Guli Frances Dehqani  discusses her upbringing in Iran 

here: link 

Evan B Normal interviews a former monk here: link 

Tom Holland discusses how his cancer diagnosis affected his faith 

here: link  

Great British Architecture explores the oldest Church in Eng-

land here: link 

Archbishop Sarah talks about prayer here: link 

Flames Collective perform ôOnly Godõ here: link 

Refuge perform ôCome Unto Meõ here: link 

The Church Times explore our changing reli-

gious landscape here: link 

And offer further commentary on the ongoing ôQuiet Revivalõ debate here: link 

A Curious Way explores the oldest surviving Doom Painting in the country here: link 

By Jacklynn offers a unique perspective on Westminster Abbey here: link 

Professor Pierce explores Sedlec Ossuary in Czechia here: link 

The Ginger Mason answers questions about her work restoring Ca-

thedral stonework here: link 

Premier Unbelievable? Discuss core Christian doctrines with + N.T. 

Wright here: link 

Prof John Collins discusses Judaism at the time of Jesus here: link 

Bijan Omrani explores how Christianity has affected the English Lan-

guage here: link 

+Rowan Williams talks about whether God wants you to be happy here: link 

Richie Wilkerson explores the neuroscience of the Lordõs Prayer here: link 

The History Husband explores a remarkable small church here: link 

Manchesterõs Last Bricks offers a video tour of the remarkable St Anneõs Denton here: 

link     

Study Group is typically recorded in an audio file as are sermons -if you have missed a ses-

sion/service and wish to listen please contact the Vicar. 

https://www.facebook.com/reel/1660618261905096
https://www.instagram.com/reels/DZX3hdmI-Il/
https://www.instagram.com/reels/DZNgiQpMjQB/
https://www.facebook.com/reel/2044762039729205
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/_tb3ipKqEEw
https://www.instagram.com/reels/DV23R42jzIn/
https://www.instagram.com/reels/DWJhiYtgFjj/
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2026/22-may/comment/analysis/analysis-the-rise-of-a-new-religious-sensibility?utm_medium=Link+social&utm_source=Facebook&fbclid=IwY2xjawSBNIJleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZA80MDk5NjI2MjMwODU2MDkAAR7fYgTPZM0B-KqSxtJDW1b
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2026/22-may/news/uk/no-revival-of-attendance-at-religious-services-in-britain-says-sir-john-curtice
https://www.instagram.com/reels/DYrIcomsCWH/
https://www.instagram.com/reels/DYm4KDus1ba/
https://www.instagram.com/reels/DYpOb3jxx6G/
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/tNzHYLukFp0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s__jgRAj1Eo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=158Lzla8S_A
https://www.instagram.com/reels/DYAnz1Ho1kj/
https://www.instagram.com/reels/DWXNUYvglQa/
https://www.instagram.com/reels/DX_3Lwog04U/
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/Xm0awn2J5Ag
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wXxiKpjY_YI
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Coach Outing to Chester Cathedral  

St Francis Ladies Club at All Saints organised a coach outing to Chester Cathedral on 8th June 

to see an exhibition by Jacqui Parkinson on ôThreads through the Bibleõ.  We welcomed 

non-members from all our three churches All Saints, St James and St Stephenõs on what 

turned out to be an absolutely brilliant day.  Rain was forecast for the day, but once we got to 

Chester the sun was out, the coach dropped us right by the Cathedral and we were wel-

comed and everyone had four hours free time to go and look at the displays, have lunch, walk 

round the City or just sit in the Cathedral central garden.  Fifteen of our group attended the 

12.30 Holy Communion at the service, which was   held in the Lady Chapel. Featuring three 

separate sets ð ôThreads through Creationõ, ôThreads through the Crossõ and ôThreads through 

Revelationõ, it took ten years in the making.  There are more than 25 million stitches across 

the 44 panels stretching  over 80 metres this display and is one of the largest textile artworks 

ever created by a single artist.   Initially commissioned by the Deo Gloria Trust, and support-

ed by the New Creations Charity, the displays take you through an inspiring journey, guiding 

you from the first pages in the Bible, through Je-

susõ life and death and resurrection and the ex-

traordinary visions from the book of Revelation.   

 

The first set she created in was ôThreads 

through Revelationõ where there were four-

teen huge textile panels interpreting the last book 

in the Bible.   This exhibition went on display 

around the cathedrals in 2016. The second set  ôThreads through Creationõ has twelve 

panels, from the book of Genesis, from the start of creation and finishing when Adam and Eve 

were banished from the Garden of Eden.  This set went on display in 2021. The third and final 

section was ôThreads through the Crossõ, including the life, death, resurrection and ascen-

sion of Jesus.   All three of the sets are now combined into one central display of the 44 pan-

els in ôThreads through the Bibleõ. If you have been to any of the earlier exhibitions and 

think you may have seen it all before, you probably havenõt!  and if you havenõt yet seen any of 

the exhibitions, try and get to Chester before it moves on towards the end of June.  it would 

be well worth a visit to see the completed exhibition in the magnificent Chester Cathedral. 

-Lynne 

 

Mosaic Altar Frontal  
St Stephenõs Monday afternoon Craft Group are mid-way through a momentous undertaking

ð the design and construction of a mosaic altar frontal depicting the flood story from Genesis 

6-9. This is a tremendously im-

portant story which raises questions 

about divine justice and agency in a 

fallen world, and is unjustly neglected 

in Church art. It will be wonderful to 

see the completed articleð thanks to 

all who have worked so hard on it 

and Fr. Derek for help and inspira-

tion. 
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hǊŘƛƴŀǝƻƴ Retreat  

So we were to arrive at 12 on Monday 15th June to enjoy a clergy retreat at the lovely 

Swanick! But would my travels be anything else but chaotic so here goesé. I pick up my 

friend and we load the car and start our journey towards the Heyes and at first all is well 

we stop off and get a lovely Costa because Costa on a journey is must, right?! Then we set 

back off on the road towards the Heyes, we set off a little late as it was for various rea-

sons, so we knew already we were certainly not arriving on timeð it is now around 6pm: 

we are very very late ...  

Ok so we are around 20 mins from the centre and a warning light flashes on the car -oh 

heck this is not good! It's the little light that says something is wrong with the tyre pres-

sure hmmé. ok so pull over on the hard shoulder and sure enough there is a nail inside. I 

phone RAC and they suggest I keep driving to the Heyes and they will come and fix it -ok 

deal! We set back off on the road very carefully as I feel the car dragging on the slowly de-

flating tyre.  

Ok so we get the centre around 8pm we have missed all of that day's lectures but its ok 

we still have a few days of prayer, reflection and lectures we can catch up, so I call back the 

RAC òok I've reached my destination when will the guy come and fix my tyre? I need to go 

to ASDA for snacks to make sure I survive the next few days!ó, òoh erm we can't send any-

one till morningó,  òwait Iõve gotta stay here with no snacks?ó òyes madam no snacks for 

you!ó 

So I wake up Tuesday grumpy and still no snacks, call RAC and actually complained they left 

me with no snacks trying to get some sympathy, but she wasn't really bothered and said 

the man was on his way and to be at my car meaning more lectures missed!  

I see the little van arrive that is hopefully carrying the fix-it stuff for my poor car, out pops 

a cheerful man holding a snickers, you got it- he handed it to me and said òyou're not you 

when ya hangry- have a snickers!ó, turns out the lady on the phone had put in my notes I'm 

grumpy from no snacks and so he came to fix not only my poorly car but also me!!  

Happy with snacks and now to fix my car, I can't find the nail, but it was there I saw it! 

òYeah, but you drove on it and now I cannot see it!ó oh the joys ok so what now? I will es-

cort you to the nearest Kwick Fit -oh yay means more lost lectures! Off to Kwick Fit and 

2 hours later a fully driveable car and also means I can go Asda for the original snackage!  

Right first job back to the centre to actually listen to a lecture but checking the program it 

was free time, a vestry fair, and then more free time- right ok, let's browse the vestry fair 

messages husband for spend limit not that i listen its just polite lol ! Woops! slightly over 

budget! Lets celebrate and go get the snacks!   

This has been a journey but stay with me we are almost there, i did manage to attend a  
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hǊŘƛƴŀǝƻƴ Retreat   

lecture on prayer and the importance of a prayerful life I do have a strict rule of life that 

includes a lot of structured prayer, however I do find spontaneous prayer so much more 

connected and rewarding, we leave the Heyes on Wednesday and to only make 1 session 

and some worship was disappointing- things just do not pan out as they should, but what I 

did learn was things are not in our time but in Gods. The time spent trying to fix the car 

and search for snacks were so fun and fruitful; I got to pray with my repair guy who 

brought me a snickers when he didn't need to but he just felt like it was something he had 

to do. Seeing things we do and other peoples actions effect our day and because of his 

kindness he brought a smile to mine and my grumbly belly, he also allowed me to pray for 

him even though he had no faith ... or did he? Something told him to stop at a shop and 

buy me chocolate! The guys at Kwick Fit also let me pray for them, so I may not have been 

at the lectures but the one I did attend was about prayer and its power, just after my long 

day of praying for strangers who were also just doing a kindness!  

How is your prayer life? If you're struggling maybe we can come up with your rule of life 

and explore your time and space with God. 

Prayer is important- structured, unstructured it doesn't matter:  God wants to hear from 

us, he already knows what's on our hearts and he just wants us to reach out and connect. 

Do we pray for strangers? For family? For ourselves in only times of trouble or do we take 

that time to thank God for all the greatness we have? Let's explore your prayer life and 

make that time in silence, in the chaos of life in the midst of trouble and sadness and bring 

ourselves to be thankful of the beauty and greatness of this great creation.  

Ordination  

Well after the clergy retreat i was hoping for a quiet few days before ordination, we head-

ed to the treat and was shown to a lovely cottage that i was to stay in , my own little room 

beautiful and silent this was going to be such a great few days of prayer and relaxing!  

I remembered my snacks just in case! Which was great becuase the cottage had a kitchen 

with cooker and oven a fridge and even a washing machine, this is important to know for 

later because would this be a smooth few days oh heck no!  

Ok the retreat starts amazingly we have some lectures which i attended and they were 

amazing they spoke about being a servant and keeping ourselves grounded and staying true 

to who we have been called to be ... easy not sure i could change this quirky person i am 

and why would i want to I'm awesome lol she fully states completely humbly!  

On a serious note, the lectures spoke to me i felt a peace inside that i am who God as 

called and i want to serve just as i am so others can see that no matter who you are, 

where you come from and your history you are loved and cherished by the God of crea-

tion and what a wonderful thought that is.  

So here is where it gets slightly more me, a trip with e in never straight forward and this is 

no different, Thursday morning my friend becomes poorly and so i take some time to look 
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Ordination  

Well after the clergy retreat I was hoping for a quiet few days before ordination, we head-

ed to the treat and was shown to a lovely cottage that I was to stay in, my own little room 

beautiful and silent this was going to be such a great few days of prayer and relaxing!  

I remembered my snacks just in case! Which was great because the cottage had a kitchen 

with cooker and oven a fridge and even a washing machine, this is important to know for 

later because would this be a smooth few days oh heck no!  

Ok the retreat starts amazingly we have some lectures which I attended and they were 

amazing they spoke about being a servant and keeping ourselves grounded and staying true 

to who we have been called to be ... easy not sure I could change this quirky person I am 

and why would I want to I'm awesome lol (she says completely humbly)!  

On a serious note, the lectures spoke to me -I felt a peace inside that I am who God as 

called and I want to serve just as i am so others can see that no matter who you are, 

where you come from and your history you are loved and cherished by the God of crea-

tion and what a wonderful thought that is.  

So here is where it gets slightly more me, a trip with me is never straight forward and this 

one is no different, Thursday morning my friend becomes poorly and so I take some time 

to look after her, but late Thursday she takes a turn for the worst so I made an executive 

choice to call an ambulance but they call back that's right a call back saying it will be 4 

hours for an emergency ambulance! Welsh ambulance service needs to sort this out, but 

anyway I then decide at 11;30pm I will just drive her and hopefully get her better in time 

for ordination Saturday.  

We get to the hospital, and 30 people are in the waiting room! Not the worst but also not 

great, by 3am in blazing temps we are still sat waiting, shocking system! Well anyway we de-

cided to get a little fresh air or so I thought we sat on some steps and I immediately start 

to feel itchy what the heck look down I'm covered in ants! So I'm stood doing some dodgy 

looking dance trying to shake and brush ants off! Then no sooner did I fix this issue a 

mouse ran at me from behind a bin! Oh heckI! 'm not saying I ran fast but I'm fairly sure I 

pulled a muscle at the speed I was going because I'm sure we are all quite clear i do not 

run ... unless someone pulls out the cake! Back to my crazy night: the local rats of the sky, 

the scavengers that are seagulls, decided this mouse looked mighty tasty and so I'm running 

from a mouse seagulls are surrounding me and diving at the floor for this poor mouse who 

I am sure didn't actually want any of this while on its search for food, it was a like a car-

toon scene from Tom and Jerry, now by this time a few people who were waiting for treat-

ment had come outside to see what the commotion was and were hit with this insane sce-

ne!  
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Ordination  

Great Iõve made everyoneõs morning with my crazy 

antics, I was chased by ants, a mouse, and seagulls 

and I'm exhausted! By 6am we were fed up of wait-

ing so she called her husband who said he would 

come get here and take her to their local hospital 

who know her and can treat her better: awesome! 

I had been awake from 6am Thursday morning to 

6am Friday morning and I had to be back at the retreat in time for the Bishopõs Charge, 

what a day ... so we make it back, I freshen up just in time for the Bishopõs Charge and 

straight after go sleep till Saturday morning!  

Saturday arrives- I'm full of nerves, excitement and un-

known expectations but for those who attended Satur-

day it was an emotional and beautiful service.I had a 

mentor who helped me in the discernment process and 

he travelled from Bournemouth to attend the service 

and finally meet! It was amazing to have so many peo-

ple who have supported and guided and encouraged all 

to be sat in the cathedral to see this next stage of min-

istry! I want to also thank everyone who has helped in 

this, attending the ordination, attending my first mass on Sunday and just being the amazing 

congregations and friends you are so thank you everyone.  and also, for anyone who baked 

I'm still very much full of cake ... well until Sunday anyway!  

Finally, first mass on Sunday was the most precious day of my life: to be able to share and 

give communion to all who attended to bless the children of the congregation is such an 

honour, I have never felt more loved than I did on Sunday: the kindness and welcome from 

3 wonderful congregations to come together as one celebrating family is heart-warming 

and beautifulð I will never forget that day. To serve as a dea-

con and now a priest is beyond anything I could have imag-

ined for myself, but being a curate and serving you guys is a 

true honour and I hope to do you all proud, thank you eve-

ryone for a welcome and celebration to priesthood, God 

has brought us all together and I know I will learn so much 

more from you all, knowledge and experience comes with 

practice and a listening ear, we never stop learning we nev-

er stop praying, we never stop loving and growing, and 

I cannot wait to see what the next few years bring.ñEllise                                        
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Ordination Anni-

versaries 

Congratulations to Rev. Josie who 

celebrated her 20th anniversary of 

ordination to the priesthood on 

the same day Ellise was ordained, 

and to Rev. Canon Anne Edwards, 

former curate at All Saints Church, 

who celebrated her 25th anniver-

sary of ordination on the 30th of 

June with a special evening Eucha-

rist at All Saints church. Bishop 

Mark was the preacher, and Ven. John Applegate also said a few words in tribute to Anneõs 

years of service in Chaplaincy and elsewhere. Church was packed with familiar faces from 

Manchester Diocese past and present as well as guests from further afieldð a lovely occasion. 

Our congratulations to Anne and Josie. 

 

Reader Licensing Serviceð 

27th Sept  

Another addition to the ministry team will be 

Sue Stonestreet, long-serving/suffering church-

warden of Kirklees Valley, who will be licensed as 

a reader in a service at Manchester Cathedral 

on the 27th of September. Please do come along 

and join with us on this joyful occasion. There is 

no booking process (at the time of writing!) so 

just turn up! 
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Motherõs Union Jigsaw Piece 
 

To the right is an image of a jigsaw piece made for an exhibition at Manchester Cathedral de-

tailing all of the charitable projects supported by St Stephenõs Motherõs Union. I think we can 

all agree thatõs a huge amount of good work being done locally, national, and internationally. If 

you would like to get involved or support the work of the MU please see a member in 

church, or speak to the Vicar. 

 

 

 



 мп 

 St Stephenõs Junior Church Update 
 

Itõs hard to believe that Junior Church has now been running eve-

ry week since September - around nine months already! Looking 

back, Iõm incredibly proud of what has grown during that time. 

Like most things, attendance can be a little unpredictable from 

week to week, but we now have a wonderful core group of chil-

dren who come regularly. These days, weõd probably call it a quiet 

week if only 5 children turned up, while our busiest week so far 

has seen 12 children join us (and yes, that was a wild one!). When I 

recently counted our regular children, there were 17 on the list. 

Some come every week, others once a month, and some pop in 

whenever they can, but whichever way you look at it, thatõs a fan-

tastic number for our church. And that total doesnõt even include our babies, the extra chil-

dren who appear when grandchildren are visiting, or the occasional friend who arrives after a 

Saturday night sleepover. Junior Church seems to have developed a ôbring a friendõ policy 

without anybody introducing one! Thereõs no two ways about it, we have lots to be thankful 

for!  Now, I wonõt pretend itõs always easy. Fitting Junior Church prep into the week alongside 

a full-time job can be a challenge, and there are Sundays when I leave wondering if my hearing 

will ever fully recover from the noise, energy, and fairly regular outbreaks of enthusiastic cha-

os. But despite those moments, I genuinely believe we have created something special togeth-

er. The children clearly love being part of our church, and that tells me we must be doing 

something right. They particularly enjoy the crafts and are always eager to show off their lat-

est masterpieces afterwards. They also ask some wonderfully thoughtful questions. Sometimes 

these are questions so deep, profound, and unexpected that I find myself wishing I had a the-

ology degree and a weekõs notice before answering! We have some incredibly curious and re-

flective young minds in our midst, and it is a real privilege to play even a small part in helping 

shape their journey of faith. Every Sunday, we have the privilege of helping create a space 

where children can learn about God, ask questions, build friendships, and discover that they 

are a valued part of our church family. 

 

I certainly couldnõt do this alone. Iõm incredibly grateful 

for the unwavering support of my sidekick, Carolyn, 

who is there week after week. As much as she enjoys 

glitter, glue sticks, and answering difficult theological 

questions before 9:30am on a Sunday, she definitely de-

serves a break occasionally! So, if anyone would like to 

pop in one Sunday to see what we do, or perhaps even 

volunteer to help, please do let me know. Extra helpers 

are always very welcome. 

Thank you all for your continued prayers and encour-

agement for our children. Iõm excited to see what is in 

store for Junior Church in the months ahead, and judg-

ing by the last nine months, itõll involve plenty more 

noise, laughter, questions, and blessings along the way. 

Leanne 
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Archdeaconõs Visitation 2026 

Visitation services take place each summer following the election of churchwardens at the 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM). Held at various locations across the diocese, 

these services formally admit elected parish churchwardens to their office, with sidespersons 

and PCC members also making declarations of support. 

These services are an important part of the Church calendar, carrying special legal signifi-

cance. A churchwarden is not considered to be in office until they have been officially admit-

ted by an archdeacon. Historically, when churchwardens were admitted, they would report on 

the moral standing of the clergy, the condition of the parish and church buildings, and the ad-

ministration of divine service. Today, visitation services focus on prayer, encouragement, and 

support, providing an opportunity to recognise and celebrate the vital ministry of church-

wardens. Visitation services also offer a chance to meet fellow churchwardens, Area Deans, 

and your Archdeacon. 

Our local visitation is at 7:30pm on Wednesday 8th July at Christ Church Walshaw. 

 

 


